Quality control in cytodiagnosis of carcinoma of the cervix.
In many European countries the morbidity and mortality due to cancer of the cervix are too high. Even in countries, where smears have been taken at regular intervals for many years, the percentage of new cases does not decrease as much as it was expected. There are several reasons that may explain this situation. At least two of them can be solved by pathologists: quality control (QC) system and organization of a school of gynaecological cytopathology for pathologists and cytotechnicians. Here we focus on the main aspects of External and Internal QC and new approaches to QC, including new methods and stricter control of the professional level of all persons involved in the screening and diagnosis of cervical cancer.